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Cultural Response to Plague in Literature
Concept:
This is a unit with a series of assignments that has been conceptualized as a drop-in that can be
included in a variety of classes such as History/Western Civilization, English, Humanities, etc.
The target students would be advanced high school students or freshman level college
students.
Learning objectives:
1. After reading the introduction to day one in The Decameron, students should be able to
respond to questions about the content of the passage by citing specific examples from
the text.
https://www.brown.edu/Departments/Italian_Studies/dweb/texts/DecShowText.php?myI
D=day01&lang=eng (click Next for the Introduction)
2. After reading an article relating Boccaccio to COVID-19 (http://bostonreview.net/artssociety/paula-findlen-what-would-boccaccio-say-about-covid-19) students should be
able to identify similarities and differences in how Boccaccio’s contemporaries came to
understand the plague and its biological transmission, and the ways in which we go
about doing the same today.
3. After selecting an episode from The Decameron, students will be able to explain the
general plot of the story to their classmates by writing a one paragraph summary which
they will share in class.
4. After being provided with a list of guiding questions, students will analyze their story and
be able to respond to these questions with specific examples that elaborate on specific
story elements.
5. Students will be able to synthesize their reading of The Decameron and their
understanding of the COVID-19 pandemic by writing their own imitative version of a
story from The Decameron.

